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THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 



MISSIONS 



The Proposed Evangelical Unity 
in the Philippines 

Henry Weston Munger, writing in the 
Standard, November 20, tells us that the 
Baptists are face to face with the question 
whether or not they will merge their mission 
forces in the Philippines with those of other 
evangelical denominations. Thus far the 
Baptist mission has never officially approved 
or disapproved of the effort which has been 
put forth. It is probable that some action 
will be taken on the question at the con- 
ference which is to convene in December. 

Pern Legalizes Protestant Worship 

The constitution of Peru contains the 
following provision: "The nation professes 
the Roman Catholic apostolic religion, and 
the state protects it, and does not permit 
the exercise of any other." Recently an 
amendment abolishing this restriction has 
been passed by a large majority in the Peru- 
vian Congress. So states the Northwestern 
Christian Advocate for December. It ap- 
pears that high officials offered stubborn 
opposition to the amendment and the priests 
fought it with desperation. It is reported 
that when the clerk was reading the bill 
preliminary to the vote of its final passage, 
a priest who was a member of the House of 
Deputies leaped from his place and rushing 
to the platform snatched the bill from the 
hands of the reader and tore it into shreds. 

Is Bulgaria to Become a Roman 
Catholic Conntry? 

After the war will Bulgaria pass from the 
orthodox Greek church to the Roman 
Catholic church ? Such is the opinon which 
the American Lutheran Survey for Decem- 
ber gives forth on the authority of the 
Mattino of Naples. Apparently this is an 
old dream of King Ferdinand which will 



not be resisted by the heads of the Bulgarian 
church, providing the Pope is willing to 
recognize the orthodox Bulgar prelates. 
While it is generally believed that the na- 
tional faith of Bulgaria is that of the ortho- 
dox Greek church, the actual situation 
occupied by the Bulgarian church is some- 
what unique, for in 1870, in consequence of 
its demand for an acceptance of religious 
autonomy, the Bulgarian church was de- 
clared by the Patriarch of Constantinople 
to be outside of the Orthodox Communion. 
The Bulgarian church numbers among its 
adherents by far the major portion of the 
people — about 80 per cent of the entire 
population — and 17.2 per cent of the re- 
maining portion is Mohammedan. 

The Armenian Atrocities 

The Asiatic Review offers to its readers, 
under the name of A. S. Safrastian, what 
appears to be an able and informing dis- 
cussion of the existing situation in Armenia. 
When summing up the information which he 
gives and which he asserts has been derived 
from various and reliable sources the writer 
says: 

It would not be wide of the mark to state 
that about 100,000 Armenians have already been 
massacred since last April; perhaps some 50,000 
women and children have been converted to 
Islam and made to "marry" Turks; and about 
800,000 have been deported from their homes 
into Mesopotamia and Asia Minor. The pro- 
cess of deportation is one of the most cruel and 
diabolical devices the Turks have ever invented; 
families are broken up in such a manner as to 
destroy them altogether, and make their reunion 
an impossibility. The hardships of long 
marches through waterless deserts, and the 
suffering of the weak and sick, are so terrible 
that scarcely one-third of these wretched people 
ever reach their destination. 
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When Mr. Safrastian turns his attention 
to the nations responsible for this "mur- 
derous work, which will stand unparalleled 
in the history of humanity, " he thinks that, 
when one bears in mind the traditional 
Turkish policy of massacres of subject- 
christians, and the opportunity offered the 
Turks by the European war for achieving 
their object, one half of the problem seems 
clear to understanding. But, in addition 
to assigning half of the responsibility to the 
Turks, he thinks the Germans bear a share 
in the responsibility. 

Strain oi Mission Boards in Canada 

From Canada there comes news of the 
herculean efforts that are being put forth by 
the various denominational mission boards 
to maintain the work which they have under 
way. Somewhat of the struggle brought 
to these boards by the European war is 
evidenced in the manifesto issued by Dr. 
M'Gilvray, moderator of the General 
Assembly, which calls upon the Presby- 
terians of Canada for increased effort. We 
quote from the manifesto: "Owing to the 
business disturbance caused by the war the 
Home Mission Board fund had a deficit of 
$137,631. In consequence no less than 35 
Canadian mission fields were dropped or 
ceded to other denominations and 100 mis- 
sion fields left vacant." 

Chinese Missions and Practical 
Sociology 

Karl Remer, writing in the Chinese 
Record for September, which is published in 
Shanghai, urges the necessity of com- 
bining practical sociology with the Chinese 
missions. The actual social situation which 
confronts the missionary in China, he thinks, 
calls for practical application of "love to 
man" as well as "love to God." China is 
still hesitating to move from the margin 
which separates the new from the old, and 
Mr. Remer gives three reasons why the 



missionary should feel under obligation to 
make some practical social contribution. 
First, the missionary's economic inde- 
pendence of Chinese social conditions puts 
him in a position where he need not fear the 
disarrangement which inevitably accom- 
panies change in the social order. Secondly, 
the foreigner has introduced the western 
methods which are responsible for many 
of the social problems of China. Thirdly, 
the people of the West have already faced 
similar problems and have attempted 
solutions. The writer thinks, also, that it 
is the duty of a Christian, wherever he may 
be, both to study and to act when he is 
faced by social problems, and this principle 
applied to the Chinese missionary means 
that he should take an active interest in the 
social problems of China. Mr. Remer 
insists that there is "need of a restatement 
of 1915, and in terms of China, of the word 
progressive," and he complains of the general 
failure to give definite content to the words 
"morality," "education," "perseverance 
and moderation," and "cheerful optimism," 
all of which are pushed forward as remedies 
for the ills of China. To "Kohtow" 
before an obstruction, he says, is easy 
for the mentally lazy. The missionary- 
ought to be able to discern the prime eco- 
nomic need of China, which is increased 
efficiency in production, and not distribu- 
tion. He elucidates this contention by 
showing that the growth of modern indus- 
trial establishments in China is slow. In 
1914 the list of modern manufacturing 
establishments known to be in operation 
numbered about 600, while in the United 
States in 1909 they numbered 268,491 and 
were increasing at the rate of 10,000 per 
year. In Japan during 1908-12 the number 
of power-driven cotton spindles increased 
by 849,000, while in China the total num- 
ber today is 870,000, though the first mill 
was built in 1895. Thus it becomes evi- 
dent that the prime economic need of China 
is increased efficiency in production, and to 
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meet this need China must have efficient 
leaders, but, not less, efficient workmen 
who are decently fed, housed, and clothed, 
regulation of the custom of child labor, and 
accumulation of capital. In order to re- 
spond to these practical social problems 



Mr. Remer urges that the Christian mis- 
sionary dispense with child labor in the 
erection and maintenance of missions; 
also, that an effective system of following up 
work in connection with the mission hos- 
pitals be introduced. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



Professional Workers in Religions 
Education 

At the convention held at New Haven in 
March, 1014, the council of Religious Edu- 
cation resolved to investigate the training 
and supply of professional workers in reli- 
gious education. The committee was com- 
posed of the following members: Professor 
T. G. Soares, Rev. W. H. Boocock, Pro- 
fessor G. A. Coe, Secretary H. F. Cope, 
Rev. B. S. Winchester. This committee 
rendered its report at Buffalo a year later. 
The October number of Religious Education 
contains a detailed and instructive account 
of this investigation. According to this 
account the report of the committee is 
composed of two parts: first, a set of 
surveys of particular fields; secondly, the 
conclusions reached by the committee 
in the light of these surveys. These 
conclusions ought to command interest 
because they purport to be based on 
the findings of the survey conducted by 
specialists. Some of the conclusions are 
as follows: 

1. A new profession is springing up. 
Statistics show that there are now 1,552 
specialized workers in religious education, 
including teachers of religious education in 
theological seminaries, Y.M.C.A. Boy De- 
partment secretaries, Sunday-school sec- 
retaries, and directors of religious education 
employed by denominations. 

2. Adequate preparation is rare. Only 
one-third of the teachers in religious edu- 
cation lay claim to any specific preparatory 
training. Hence the task which confronts 
religious educators is a reconstruction in 



which scientific insight and training have 
an essential part, for the standards of reli- 
gious education must not be below the best 
that general educational science and practice 
have achieved. 

3. Lack of professional standards and of 
professional training results in enormous 
waste of money and of human energy. This 
comes about by the continued construction 
of antiquated types of buildings, by ill- 
advised expenditures on equipment and 
supplies, through lack of wise direction in 
the training of voluntary workers. And it 
seems apparent that the devoted services 
of 2,000,000 laymen is doomed to be fruit- 
less, or at best to inferior fruitage, because 
knowledge that already exists has not been 
utilized. Hence the need for professional 
leadership is obvious. 

4. The proposed standards for the train- 
ing of professional workers are: (1) Teach- 
ers of particular groups of children and youth 
should have a high-school education with 
one year's special training in addition. 
(2) Instructors of teachers of religious edu- 
cation should have a genuine scientific 
grounding in both the theory and the prac- 
tice of religious education, and the univer- 
sity degree desired is M.A. (3) Teachers 
of religious education in colleges, universi- 
ties, and theological seminaries should have 
a thorough scientific training which reaches 
from psychology of religion beyond the 
results of biblical scholarship to familiarity 
with modern social problems and contem- 
porary church life; the university degree 
desirable is Ph.D. (4) The denominational 
board of education should establish a board 



